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hagen. "What would I not give, my dear friend, for your
powers in the description of the mollusca !"

"The correspondence [with the Council of the British
Association on the subject of the delay in completing the
Ordnance survey] is ordered to be printed for the use of the
House of Commons, who now begin to feel (railroads cutting
into their senses) that physical geography is of some im-
portance even to senators."

In such busy but uneventful routine the three years
1836-1839 passed away, the chief feature in each of them
being the autumn meeting of the British Association, at
which, whether called from the desk or the hill-side, Mur-
chison did not fail to make his appearance.

"In the year 1836," he writes, "I had a good deal of
anxiety on account of my dear mother, whose health had
been failing, and to whom I had gone at Cheltenham in the
spring. This was a cholera year, and my wife having gone
down to see her mother at Nursted House, I went in June
into Devonshire with Sedgwick to try to understand the
complicated geology of that county."

This tour in the south-west of England proved to be
the beginning of a series of explorations carried on for
three years conjointly by the two geologists, which re-
sulted in the establishment of the Devonian system in geo-
logy. For the sake of clearness it will be best to trace
out that story by itself in the next chapter. In the mean-
time we may merely note in passing when and where the
explorations were carried on, until we reach the culmination
of the Silurian work in the publication of " the big book."
It will then be easy and may be useful to turn back
for details, and follow out the history of the Devoniane; my graptolites by Dr. Beck of Copen- ago, and shall be in my den to-hat namewere older than those of
